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Summary

ÅReview of Inaugural Forum Meeting 27th   

January 2010

ÅUpdate on current WMCCE Sustainable 

Construction Activities

ÅEmerging Findings of the BIS Low Carbon 

Construction Innovation and Growth Team

ÅMicro Web site ...under construction.



Review of Inaugural Forum Meeting 

27th   January 2010

ÅBackground to the WMCCE Sustainability Offer ïGeorge Marsh

ÅCurrent WMCCE Sustainability Activities ïPhil Wilson

ÅWest Midlands Climate Change Activity ïShelly Beckett

ÅWMCCE Climate Change Activity & Partnerships ïJohn Sharpe

- Climate Change in Schools Project &

- Sustainable Housing Action Partnership (SHAP)

ÅWorkshops

1 Definition(s) of Sustainable Built Environment

2 Aims of the Forum

3 Future Programme for the Forum



Inaugural Forum Meeting 27th January 

2010

ÅReport and presentations available on West 

Midlands Sustainable Built Environment Forum 

page of WMCCE web site www.wmcce.org/event_presentations

ÅDevelop themes further in workshops today

http://www.wmcce.org/event_presentations


Progress since meeting (General) 

ÅAlan McBeth now in place as WMCCE Sustainability

Coordinator

ÅWMCCE commissioned Encraft to develop regional database of 

sustainability exemplars ( inc BREEAM rated buildings)

ÅBirmingham Science City (BSC) Low Carbon Group workshop 

ï24thMarch (electric cars and schoolsé.)

ÅBSC want to use Forum as sounding board to identify potential 

research ïaround low carbon issues in BE



Progress since meeting (Housing) 

ÅBirmingham Green New Deal underway

ÅWMCCE / SWM funding report Housing Finance 

ÅPartnership with Sustainable Housing Action Partnership

(SHAP) on three Work Streams

ÅFurther details from Matthew Rhodes and John Sharpe



Progress (Schools)

ÅClimate Change Adaptation in Schools 

report prepared for workshop on 

24th June 2010

ÅDevelopment of a standard BREEAM for refurbishment 

of schools (with BRE / Birmingham BSF)



Progress ïnational / regional 

initiatives 

ÅñLow Carbon Constructionò IGT interim report published. 

ÅRegional Low carbon Task & Finish Group. 

ÅCentre of Refurbishment Excellence (CoRE) project approved.

ÅKnowledge Innovation Community (KIC) launched.

ÅBuilt Environment Climate Change Innovation (BECCI).



New funding opportunities announced 

ÅERDF priority 1 call for energy efficiency innovation 

demonstrators in social housing 

(by April 30th)

ÅIntelligent Energy in Europe
(by June 24th)

ÅKnowledge Innovation Community (KIC) launched



Built Environment Climate Change 

Innovation (BECCI)

ÅNew WMCCE project (£2m) funded by AWM / ERDF?

ÅSupport SMEs to develop new products in response to    

climate change

ÅNew businesses, diversification, inward investment

ÅLinked to - housing retrofit market

- regional Universities 

- specialist support providers



Alan McBeth

Sustainability Coordinator 

WMCCE



WMCCE Sustainable Construction 

Activities 

Emerging Findings of the BIS 

Low Carbon Construction. 

Innovation and Growth Team



ÅEssential focus on reducing CARBON in sustainability 

terms (to comply with the óLAWô ïthe Climate Change Act (ch27) 

26/11/2008)

ÅQuantum leaps required by the construction industry.

ÅWhole life costings to be employed.

ÅFurther education and upskilling required in low carbon 

technologies to cover specification, installation and use.



ÅPost completion  audits to be essential to verify performance 

in practice.

ÅRetrofits seen as real opportunities for the construction 

industry over the  next 40 years linked to assembly of 

accredited supply chains.

18 Propositions ïone of which suggests that ...

ñA number of Integrated teams to develop proposals deliver an 

LZC  building at a price the same as would be if only current 

building regulations applied !ò

Accessible on - www.bis.gov.uk/constructionIGT



Forum Website Pages 

The Forum microsite webpages will be useful 

and informative to cover latest trends , 

methodologies and Policies ïas a reference point

Of choice for local design and construction professionals

A best practice resource to be accessible on www.wmcce.org

West Midlands Sustainable

Built Environment Forum


